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@ Decoder. 

@ Decoder in a form of Euclid's algorithm operation circuit in which division polynomials are repeatedly 
divided by residues resulting from the division process of dividend polynomials and division polyno- 
mials until degree of residues of the division process satisfies a prescribed condition, the Euclid's 
algorithm operation circuit comprises a first and a second register groups having a plurality of registers 
for storing the dividend polynomials and the division polynomials, respectively, a feedback loop for 
storing residues resulting from the division process of the dividend polynomials by the division 
polynomials in respective register of the first register group using the first and the second register 
groups, a shifter for shifting contents of respective registers of the first register group in the next stage 
whenever one division process is completed until the maximum degree coefficient of the division 
polynomial becomes non-zero, and an exchanger for exchanging coefficients of the dividend polyno- 
mials with coefficients of the division polynomials. Decoder including the Euclid's algorithm operation 
circuit comprises a syndrome operator for calculating syndromes from received code-words, an erasure 
locator generator for generating erasure locator data from erasure locator flags synchronizing with 
received code-words, a modified syndrome generator for generating modified syndromes excepting 
erasure locator information from the syndromes, an erasure locator polynomial generator for generat- 
ing erasure locator polynomials from the erasure locator data, a Euclid's algorithm operation circuit for 
obtaining error locator polynomials and error value polynomials from the modified syndromes and the 
erasure locator polynomials, a Chien searcher for obtaining error locations and error values from the 
error locator polynomials and the error value polynomials obtained by the Euclid's algorithm operation 
circuit, a correction processor for correcting errors of the received code-word based on error locations 
and error values obtained by the Chien searcher, and characterized in that the modified syndrome 
generator and the erasure locator polynomial generator are used jointly with the Euclid's algorithm 
operation circuit 
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The present invention generally relates to a decoder, and more particularly, to a decoder suitable for de- 
coding error correction codes of Goppa code including Reed Solomon (RS) code and Bose-Chaudhuru- 
Hocqenghem (BCH) code. 

In order to promote reliability of various digital systems, it has become to apply error correction codes in 
5 recent years. Various kinds of error correction codes have been adopted corresponding to various systems. 

In particular, Reed Solomon code (hereinafter referred to as RS code) is an important code of which re- 
dundancy is low and is widely used in the fields of CD (Compact Disk), DAT (Digital Audio Tape) and satellite 
communication. 

There are various methods proposed for decoding RS code. For correction of a few symbols, for instance, 
10 two or three symbols it is possible to obtain error locations and error values by an algebraic function using RS 
code and it is easy to devise a decoder for this purpose. However, in a system requiring high reliability it is 
necessary to increase the error correction capability. In this case, the Peterson algorithm, the Berlekamp-Mas- 
sey algorithm or the Euclid's algorithm is used. In these algorithms, the decoding is made by setting up error 
locator polynomials and error evaluator polynomials and obtaining error locations and error values according 
is to the Chien searcher. Circuits for enabling such the decoding as this are extremely large in scale and further- 
more, require a long time for calculation. 

Next, the RS code will be briefly described. 

The RS code comprises Galois field GF elements. If a code length is n, the minimum distance (Hamming 
distance) is d. and information bearing symbols are k of a RS code on Galois field GF(2 m ) comprising 2 m ele- 
20 ments. the RS code satisfies the following equations (1) and (2): 

ns§2<"-1 (1) 
n = k + (d - 1) (2) 

The error correction capability t of this RS code can be expressed by the following equation (3): 

t = (d - 1)/2 (3) 

25 Agenerator polynomial G(X) has degrees equivalent to code check symbols (n-k) (= d-1 = 2t) and is divisible 
X"- \ If the primitive element of GF(2 m ) is a, the generator polynomial G(X) of the RS code can be expressed 
by the following equation (4): 

G(X) = (X - a) • (X - a 2 ) ... (X - a*) (4) 
Further, G(X) can optionally be replaced by the following equation (5). 
30 G(X) = (X - 1) • (X - a) ... (X - a*- 1 ) (5) 

Next, the encoding will be described. 

A coding polynomial C(X) after encoded must be divisible by a generator polynomial G (X). If information 
symbol of k pieces desirable to encode is I and this information is expressed by a polynomial, the information- 
bearing symbol polynomial I is expressed by the following equation (6): 
35 ** l(X) = Cn-1 X"- 1 + Cn-2X"- 2 + Cn-kX n - k (6) 

Aresidue polynomial P(X) obtained by dividing the information-bearing symbol polynomial G(X) by the gen- 
erator polynomial P(X)is expressed by the following equation (7). 

P(X) = l(X) • mod G(X) 
= Cn-k-1 -X"- *- i + Cn-k-2-X"- 2 + ... + CO (7) 
40 and a coding polynomial C(X) is provided by the following equation (8): 

C(X) = l(X) + P(X) (8) 
It is apparent that the coding polynomial C(X) of the equation (8)is divisible by G(X). 
Next, the encoding will be described. 

FIGURE 1 is a circuit diagram showing a conventional decoder which is for decoding such an error cor- 
45 rection code as this. The decoder shown in FIGURE 1 is that disclosed in the Japanese Patent Official Gazette 
(TOKU-KO-HBI) 4-7847. 

The decoder shown in FIGURE 1 comprises based on the systolic algorithm. If no erasure is taken into 
considertion, the decoding is carried out in the following procedures (1) through (5): 
(1) Syndrome calculation is carried out. 
so (2) If all syndromes are 0, it is judged that there is no error. 

(3) Using the Peterson algorithm or the Euclid's algorithm, an error locator polynomial a(X) and an error 
value polynomial ©(X) are obtained. 

(4) According to the Chien searcher, a root of a(X), i.e., an error location is obtained. 

(5) A root of co(X), that is, an error value is obtained. 

55 The coding polynomial C(X) of the equation (8) is subject to the effect of noise in a transmission line and 
changes to a received polynomial Y(X). This received polynomial Y(X) is the sum of the coding polynomial C(X) 
and the error evaluator polynomial <j(X). 

First, in the above step (1), syndromes S1, S2, .... S2t are calculated from the received polynomial Y(X). 



3 



EP0 620 654 A2 



In a BCH code having roots of a, a 2 , ... , a 2 *, syndromes are defined by the equation (9): 

Si = Y(aO,(i = 1,2 2t) (9) 

As C(ai) = 0, (i = 1, 2 2t), a syndrome will be: 

Si = E(a*),(i = 1,2,...,2t) (10) 
5 and if there is no error, all the syndromes will become 0. 

Now, assume that errors e1, e2 .... eL are generated at locations j1, J2 jL, where L ^ t. At this time, as 

the following equation (11) is also established: 

E(X) = e1 -XH + e2O02 + ... + eLXJt- (11) 
the following equation (12) is obtained from the equation (10). 
to Si = e1 • a"! 1 + e2 • a'J 2 + ... + eL • a« L 

(i = 1.2 2t) (12) 

Therefore, error locations j1, j2, jL and error values e1, e2, eL can be obtained from the S1, S 

S2t. 

However, as it is difficult to obtain them directly from syndromes, first, obtain an L degree polynomial on 
15 the Galois field GF(2 m ) shown in the equation (1 3): 

<j(Z) = (1 - oH Z).(1 - aP.Z)...(1 - c^-Z) (13) 
This equation (13) is called an error locator polynomial and roots are corresponding to error locations. 
Now, when syndrome S(Z) is assumed to be as shown by the following equation (14) and attention is paid 
to the equation (15), the following equation (16) will be obtained: 
20 S(Z) = S1 + S2-Z + ... S2t*Z 21 " 1 (14) 

ei • alV(1 - an • Z) 
= elaJ 1 + ei-a*-Z + ei-a^-Z 2 + ... (15) 



25 



S(Z) = £ ei • a ~ a ji - Z) • mod Z !t ... (16) 



When a(Z) is applied to both sides of the equation (16), the following equation (17) will be obtained: 

a(Z) • S(Z) = ©(Z) . mod Z» (17) 
30 That is, the equation (1 7) can be replaced by the following equation (1 8), in using an appropriate polynomial 
A(Z). 

A(Z)Z* + c(Z)S(Z) = cd(Z) (18) 
The co(Z) of the equation (18) is called an error evaluator polynomial and is defined by the following equa- 
tion (19). 

35 

W (Z) = |i ei (1 - a jk *Z) ... (19) 



40 Here, relations of [deg o(Z) =i t] and [deg a>(Z) ^ t-1] (deg denotes degree) are established. Further, as 

Ma-' 1 ) * 0] (i=1 L) and both o(Z) and a(Z) are disjoint each other, it is possible to obtain <d(Z) and a(Z) in 

the process of the Euclid's algorithm for obtaining the greatest common divisor (GCD) polynomial of Z* and 
S(Z). 

Next, the Euclid's algorithm that is adopted in Procedure (3) will be described. 
45 Now, when two polynomials r-1 (Z) and r0(Z) are applied and deg rO ^ deg r-1 , the following divisions (20) 
through (23) are repeated, 

r - 1(Z) = q1(Z) • r0(Z) + r1(Z), deg M ^ deg r0 (20) 
r0(Z) = q2(Z) • r1(Z) + r2(Z), deg r2 S deg rl (21) 



«/ 

rj-2(Z) = qj(Z)rj-1(Z) + rl (Z), deg rj ^ deg rj - 1 . (23) 
rj-1(Z) = qj + 1(Z)rj(Z) (24) 
And, the lastly divided non-zero rj(Z) will becomes the greatest common divisor (GCD) of r-1(Z) and r0(Z). 
Here, the following theorem is used. 
55 When two polynomials r-1(Z) and rO(Z) are applied, deg rO ^ deg r-1 and GCD = h(Z), there exist U(Z) and 
V(Z) satisfying the following equation (24) and both deg U and deg V are smaller than deg r-1 . 

U(Z) • r - 1 (Z) + V(Z) • r0(Z) = h(Z) (24) 
Assuming r-1(Z) = Z* and r0(Z) = S(Z), polynomials ri(Z), Ai(Z) and Bi(Z) satisfying the following equation 
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(25) are sequentially calculated using the above theorem. 

A(Z) • r - 1(Z) + Bi(Z) • rO(Z) = ri(Z) (25) 
And if Bi(Z) becomes below degree t and residue ri(Z) becomes below deg (t-1), Bi(Z) and ri(Z) become 
possible substitutes of e(Z) and ©(Z), respectively. Therefre, first, assuming that A-1(Z) = 1, A0(Z) = 0, B-1(Z) 
s = 0 and B0(Z) = 1 , ri(Z), Ai(Z) and Bi(Z) will be calculated as shown below. 

ri(Z) = ri-2(Z) - qi(Z) ri-1(Z) (26) 
Ai(Z) = Ai - 2(Z) - qi(Z) • Ai - 1(Z) (27) 
Bi(Z) = Bi - 2(Z) - qi(Z) • Bi - 1(Z) (28) 
And only when degree of ri(Z) becomes below (t-1) through the above arithmetic operations, the following 
10 equations (29) and (30) will be obtained. 

a1(Z) = Bi(Z) (29) 
a>1 (Z) = ri(Z) (30) 

An error value ei is obtained according to the following equation (31 ) using roots of a(X) and ©(X) obtained 
by the Euclid's algorithm. 

*5 ei = -©(a- J')/a'(a -!').(■ = 1 L) (31) 

where, cr'(Z) is a derivative of a(Z), which is a perfunctorily differentiated from a(Z). This a'(Z) is expressed 
by the following equations (32) and (32) which are composed of only odd numbered terms taken out of ct(Z). 
a f (Z) = oi + a3 • Z 2 + a5Z 4 + ... + aL • Z L " 1 
(L : odd number) (32) 
20 a'(Z) = a1 + a3-2? + a5Z 4 + ... + <jL-Z l - 2 

(L : even number) (33) 
Encoding and decoding of RS code are thus completed. 

Further, the decoder, as shown in FIGURE 1 , has not only the erasure correcting function but also the era- 
sure correcting function using an erasure locator flag signal. An erasure locator flag is to indicate that a symbol 

25 seems erroneous. A flag output circuit 201 outputs this erasure locator flag in synchronism with a received 
code-word that is input through the input terminal r.in. An erasure locator coefficient ai indicating an erasure 
location is generated by an erasure locator generator 202. 

On the other hand, a received code-word that is input through the input terminal r.in is supplied to a syn- 
drome cell circuit 203 to generate a syndrome S(X). The erasure locator coeff icient a' and syndrome S(X) are 

30 supplied to an erasure locator coefficient latch 205 and a modified syndrome cell circuit 206 through an inter- 
face (hereinafter referred to as l/F) 204. The modified syndrome cell circuit 206 prepares a modified syndrome 
Ss(X) with erasure locator information removed from information on the syndrome S(X). FIGURE 2 is a block 
diagram showing a specified arrangement of the modified syndrome cell circuit 206. 

The modified syndrome cell circuit 206 is arranged by connecting 2t pieces of the cell, as shown in FIGURE 

35 2. The syndrome S(X) is supplied to a latch 221 as an input Yin, as shown in FIGURE 2. When the latch 221 
loads the syndrome S(X), the erasure locator coefficient a' is input to a latch 222. A control circuit 224 controls 
latches 225 and 226, an adder 227 and a multiplier 228 based on a command from a latch 223 and obtains 
the modified syndrome S(X) by performing a calculation of the following equation (34). 

Ss(X) = (X - aO • S(X) mod X* (34) 

40 The result of the calculation is supplied to a latch 230 through a multiplier (MUX) 229 and then output there- 
from. Further, 2t steps are needed for the calculation of the above equation (34). After the calculation being 
completed, the modified syndrome coefficient is held in the register of each cell and the modified syndrome 
Se(X) is output, when the decoder is put in the 2t step output mode. 

The modified syndrome Se(X) obtained by the modified syndrome cell circuit 206 is supplied to both a GCD 

45 (Greatest Common Divisor) cell circuit 208 and an erasure locator coefficient latch 209 through an l/F 207. 
Further, the outputs from the erasure locator coefficient latch 209 and the GCD cell 208 are supplied to both 
a multiplier cell circuit 211 and an error-erasure value polynomial latch 212 through an l/F 210. The GCD cell 
circuit 208 obtains data series of coefficients of both an error locator polynomial a e(X) and an error-erasure 
value polynomial n(X) from the modified syndrome data series. Further, the multiplier cell circuit 211 obtains 

so coefficient data of an error-erasure value polynomial n(X) from both an error locator polynomial ae(X) and era- 
sure locator data series. In addition, the l/F circuit 213 obtains a differential ct*(X) of an error erasure locator 
polynomial <r(X) and outputs it to an evaluation cell circuit 214 together with the error-erasure value polynomial 
n(X). 

The evaluation cell circuit 214 obtains an error value by the calculation according to the following equation 
55 (35) at a location i where an error locator polynomial c(a)) becomes 0. 

n(a l )/a , (a') (35) 

An error value obtained by the evaluation cell circuit 214 is supplied to an adder 216 through a gate circuit 
2 1 5. This gate circuit 215 determines if an error is generated at the location i when the error locator polynomial 
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o(a f ) is 0, and supplies the error value to an adder 216. The adder 216, being supplied with a received code- 
word from a buffer memory 21 7, corrects an error by an addition of the Galois fields of a data at the received 
code-word i with an error value atthe location i and outputs to an output terminal 218. Where. COMin, as shown 
in FIGURE 1, represents a command input of each circuit 
5 The decoder, as shown in FIGURE 1, is capable of a pipeline processing and is excellent in high speed 
processing. However, it was defective in that it's circuit scale was large and uneconomical for progressing a 
large scale interation. 

By the way, among the decoding processing times, the most long calculating time is required for the proc- 
ess to obtain the error locator polynomial <j(Z) and the error evaluator polynomial ©(Z) from syndromes and 
w the circuit scale corresponding to this process is most large. So, a proposal for reducing the circuit scale of 
this portion was disclosed in the Japanese Patent Disclosure (TOKU-KAI-SHO) 63-157528. FIGURES 3 and 
4 are blockdiagrams showing this proposal, respectively. FIGURE 3 shows processing elements for generating 
a GCD and FIGURE 4 shows the entire circuit arrangement using the processing elements shown in FIGURE 
3. 

15 In this proposal, a systolic algorithm is adopted. This systolic algorithm is to obtain o(X) and oo(X) in the 
process for obtaining a GCD using the Euclid's algorithm, and the degree is reduced by alternately multiplying 
the maximum degree coefficients of two polynomials. Further in its actual circuit, in order to obtain o(X) and 
©(X), it is necessary to use twice the circuit, as shown in FIGURE 4, or to provide two circuit systems. 

Thus, in a conventional Euclid's algorithm operation circuit, one basic processing circuit is composed of 

20 two multipliers, an adder, a three-input two-output multiplexer and seven registers. So that its circuit scale is 
extremely large, as shown in FIGURE 3. If one symbol is comprised of 8 bits as in, for instance. RS code on 
a Galois field GF(2 8 ), when the number of gates is obtained in a unit of NAND gate, it is necessary to arrange 
about 1.2 K gates. 

Actually, (2t + 2) pieces of this basic circuit are used and therefore, if 2t = 10, 14.4 K gates must be ar- 

25 ranged. Further, to assure a high speed decoding, it is necessary to provide two sets of the circuit, as shown 
in FIGURE 4, as the circuit cannot be used twice. In this case, if LDC (Long Distance Code) is adopted and it 
is assumed that f2t = 16], then 21600 gates will be required, thus resulting in an enormous circuit scale. 

As described above, a conventional decoder has such a problem that its circuit scale is too large to suit 
for progressing a large scale integration. 

30 It is, therefore, an object of the present invention to provide a decoder of which circuit scale can be reduced 
sharply without impairing a high speed efficiency. 

In order to achieve the above object, a decoder according to one aspect of the present invention, i.e., a 
Euclid's algorithm operation circuit in which division polynomials are repeatedly divided by residues resulting 
from the division process of dividend polynomials and division polynomials until degree of residues of the di- 

35 vision process satisfies a prescribed condition, the Euclid's algorithm operation circuit according to a first em- 
bodiment of the present invention is characterized in that it comprises a first and a second register groups hav- 
ing a plurality of registers for storing the dividend polynomials and the division polynomials, respectively, a feed- 
back loop for storing residues resulting from the division process of the dividend polynomials by the division 
polynomials in respective registers of the first register group using the first and the second register groups, a 

40 shifter for shifting contents of respective registers of the first register group in the next stage whenever one 
division process is completed until the maximum degree coefficient of the division polynomial becomes non- 
zero, and an exchanger for exchanging coefficients of the dividend polynomials with coefficients of the division 
polynomials. 

In the Euclid's algorithm operation circuit having the above construction, the feedback loop stores residues 
45 resulting from the division process of dividend algorithms by division algorithms in respective registers of the 
first register group. Dividend polynomials are repeatedly divided by the stored residues. If the maximum degree 
coefficient of residues is 0, the division will become impossible, and therefore the shifter shifts the registers 
to the next stage registers until the maximum degree coefficient reaches non-zero. As the exchanger exchang- 
es contents of dividend polynomials with those of division polynomials, it becomes possible to reduce the circuit 
so scale less than that of conventional circuits. 

A decoder according to the second aspect of the present invention, which includes the above Euclid's al- 
gorithm operation circuit, comprises a syndrome operator for calculating syndromes from received code-words, 
an erasure locator generator for generating erasure locator data from erasure locator flags synchronizing with 
received code-words, a modified syndrome generator for generating modified syndromes excepting erasure 
55 locator information from the syndromes, an erasure locator polynomial generator for generating erasure locator 
polynomials from the erasure locator data, a Euclid's algorithm operation circuit fbrobtaining error locator poly- 
nomials and error value polynomials from the modified syndromes and the erasure locator polynomials, a Chien 
searcher for obtaining error locations and error values from the error locator polynomials and the error value 

6 



EP0 620 654 A2 



polynomials obtained by the Euclid's algorithm operation circuit, a correction processor for correcting errors 
of the received code-word based on error locations and error values obtained by the Chien searcher, and char- 
acterized in that, the modified syndrome generator and the erasure locator polynomial generator are used joint- 
ly with the Euclid's algorithm operation circuit. 
5 In the decoder described above, a modified syndrome generator and an erasure locator polynomial gen- 

erator are used jointly with the Euclid's algorithm operation circuit. As a result, the circuit scale is reduced. 

Additional objects and advantages of th present invention will be apparent to persons skilled in the art 
from a study of the following description and the accompanying drawings, which are hereby incorporated in 
and constitute a part of this specification. 
10 For a better understandings of the present invention and many of the attendant advantages thereof, ref- 

erence will now be made by way of example to the accompanying drawings, wherein: 

FIGURE 1 is a circuit diagram showing a conventional decoder; 

FIGURE 2 is a circuit diagram showing a modified syndrome circuit in FIGURE 1; 

FIGURE 3 is a block diagram showing processing elements comprising a conventional Euclid's algorithm 
15 operation circuit; 

FIGURE 4 is a block diagram showing the entire circuit arrangement of a conventional Euclid's algorithm 

operation circuit using the processing elements shown in FIGURE 3; 

FIGURE 5 is a block diagram showing one embodiment of a divider adopted in the Euclid's algorithm op- 
eration circuit according to a first embodiment of the present invention; 

20 FIGURE 6 is a block diagram for explaining the principle of the embodiment shown in FIGURE 5; 

FIGURE 7 is an explanatory diagram for explaining the principle of the embodiment shown in FIGURE 5; 
FIGURE 8 is a flowchart for explaining the operation of the embodiment shown in FIGURE 5; 
FIGURE 9 is a timing chart for explaining the operation of the embodiment shown in FIGURE 5; 
FIGURE 1 0 is a block diagram showing one embodiment of the decoder according to a second embodiment 

25 of the present invention; 

FIGURE 11 is a circuit diagram showing a specified circuit arrangement of a modified syndrome generat- 
ing/Euclid's algorithm divider 3 in FIGURE 10; 

FIGURE 12 is a block diagram showing the principle circuit for performing the modified syndrome gener- 
ating operation in FIGURE 10; 

30 FIGURE 1 3 is a circuit diagram showing a divider for Euclid's algorithm in FIGURE 10; 

FIGURE 14 is a circuit diagram showing the specified circuit arrangement of the erasure locator polynomial 
generating/product sum operating circuit for Euclid's algorithm 4 in FIGURE 10; 
FIGURE 15 is a block diagram showing the principle circuit for performing the erasure locator polynomial 
generating operation in FIGURE 10; 

35 FIGURE 1 6 is a circuit diagram showing the product sum operating circuit for Euclid's algorithm in FIGURE 
10; 

FIGURE 17 is a timing chart for explaining the operation in FIGURE 13; 
FIGURE 18 is a timing chart for explaining the operation in FIGURE 16; 

FIGURE 19 is an explanatory diagram for explaining the operation of the embodiment shown in FIGURE 
40 10; 

FIGURE 20 is an explanatory diagram for explaining the operation of the embodiment shown in FIGURE 
10; 

FIGURE 21 is an explanatory diagram for explaining the operation of the embodiment shown in FIGURE 
10; and 

45 FIGURE 22 is an explanatory diagram for explaining the operation of the embodiment shown in FIGURE 
10. 

The present invention will be described in detail with reference to the FIGURES 5 through 22. 
Throughout the drawings, like or equivalent reference nimerals or letters will be used to designate like or 
equivalent elements for simplicity of explanation. 
so Referring now to FIGURE 5, a first embodiment of the decoder according to the present invention, i.e., a 
Euclid's algorithm operation circuit will be described in detail. 

FIGURE 5 is a block diagram showing one embodiment of a divider adopted in the Euclid's algorithm op- 
eration circuit according to the present invention. 

First, referring now to FIGURE 6. the principle of a division polynomial adopted in this embodiment will be 
55 described. 

As an example of the division, [X 4 + aX* + bX*+ cX + d] which is a division of a dividend polynomial by a 
division polynomial will be considered. In FIGURE 6. registers 1 through 3 are provided for storing coefficients 
of dividend polynomials. Registers 5 through 7 are storing division polynomial coefficients d, c, b and a, re- 



7 



EP0 620 654 A2 



spectively, and outputs the coefficients d. c, b and a to multipliers 1 2 through 14 and an inverse element storing 
ROM 8. The inverse element storing ROM 8 supplies inverse elements of contents of the register 7 to a mul- 
tiplier 15. 



[Table 1] 



Timing 
Content 


to 


t1 


t2 


t3 


t4 


t5 


t6 


Input 


0 


1 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


Output 


0 


0 


0 


0 


1/a 


b/a 2 




Register 1 


0 


0 


1 


0 


0 


d/a 


bd/a 2 


Register 2 


0 


0 


0 


1 


0 


c/a 


bc/a 2 + d/a 


Register 3 


0 


0 


0 


0 


1 


b/a 


B 2 /a 2 + c/a 



Table 1 shown above indicates inputs/outputs and contents of the registers 1 through 3 at timings to 
20 through t6. 

Dividend polynomials are supplied to an adder 9 sequentially from the maximum degree. As shown in Table 
1 , at the timing tO, the registers 1 through 3 are initialized to 0. At the timing t1 , coefficient X 4 of the maximum 
degree X of a dividend polynomial is input. Thereafter, at the timings t2 through t6. coefficients of input dividend 
polynomials are all zero. Also, at the next timing t2, output is 0 and the adder 9 adds up 0 from a multiplier 12 
25 and input 1 and stores in the register 1. The contents of the register 1 are transferred to the registers 2 and 3 
sequentially at the timings t3 and t4. 

When the contents of the register 3 becomes 1 at the timing t4, the multiplier 15 multiplies 1/a from the 
inverse element storing ROM 8 and outputs a quotient of the maximum degree for the first time. This quotient 
is fed back to the multipliers 12 through 14 and multiplied by the coefficients d through a, respectively and 
30 d/a, c/a and b/a are stored in the registers 1 through 3, respectively. As a result, a quotient at the timing t5 will 
become b/a 2 . The output is completed at the timing t5. 

Thereafter, the same operation is repeated and at the timing t6, residues are stored in the registers 1 
through 3. FIGURE 7 shows a computation of the division process described above. The circuit shown in FIG- 
URE 6 carries out the same operation as the computation shown in FIGURE 7 and the same result as that of 
35 the computation in FIGURE 7 is obtained. 

Until that time when the maximum degrees other than zero of dividend polynomials are stored in the reg- 
ister 3, that is, for the period of the timing tO through t3, the maximum degrees only are shifted and coefficients 
of the maximum degrees other than zero of dividend polynomials may be stored in the register 3 and coeffi- 
cients below the maximum degrees may be in parallel stored in the registers 2 and 1. In this case, only the 
40 operations at the timings t4 through t6 are sufficient. 

Further, when a degree difference between a dividend polynomial and a division polynomial is 1 like in 
this case, the computation must be completed in two clocks. 

FIGURE 5 is a block diagram showing a divider to be incorporated in this embodiment. 

Registers 21 through 28 are for storing coefficients of a dividend Ri-2(X) and registers 31 through 38 are 
45 for storing coefficients of a divisor Ri-1(X). As the registers 21 through 28 store residues after completing the 
division, they are referred to as Ri registers and the registers 31 through 38 are referred to as Ri-1 registers. 
Data ends D of the registers 21 through 28 are supplied with data from switches 60 through 67. 

Output data terminals D from the registers 21 through 28 are supplied to adders 41 through 47 and a mul- 
tiplier 72, respectively, and also to data ends D of the registers 31 through 38. Output data from the registers 
so 31 through 38 are supplied to multipliers 51 through 57 and an inverse element storing ROM 70, respectively 
and also, to the switches 60 through 67. 

The switch 60 is provided with 0 and a syndrome coefficient SO and under the control by control signals 
LDN1 and LDN2 which will be described later, selecting one of 0, syndrome coefficient SO and output from 
the register 31 and outputs it to the register21. Similarly, the switches 31 through 37 are provided with outputs 
55 of the adders 41 through 47 and S1 through S7 at the front stage, respectively and selecting one of three inputs, 
output to the registers 22 through 28. 

The inverse element storing ROM 70 outputs the inverse element of the output from the register 38 to an 
AND gate 71 . The AND gate supplies the inverse element to a multiplier 72 at "H" of the signal QEN. The mul- 
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tiplier 72 multiplies the output from the register 28 by the inverse element and outputs a product as an output 
Q(X) and supplies it to the multipliers 51 through 57. The multipliers 51 through 57 multiply the outputs from 
the registers 31 through 37 by the Q(X) and output products to the multipliers 41 through 47. The adders 41 
through 47 add the outputs of the registers 21 through 27 at the front stage and outputs of the multipliers 51 

5 through 57 and supply total outputs to the switches 61 through 67. 

Next, the operation of the embodiment in the circuit arrangement as described above will be explained 
with reference to FIGURES 8 and 9. FIGURE 8 is a flow-chart for explaining the Euclid's algorithm and it is 
discussed in "Code Theory", P. 172, by Hideki IMAI, compiled by Japan Electronic Information & Communi- 
cation Institute). FIGURE 9 is a timing chart for explaining the operation of the divider shown in FIGURE 5. 

10 As an example, a case for decoding (15. 7) RS codes on the Galois field GF(2*) will be explained. Now, 
it is assumed that a primitive polynomial P(X) is to be P(X) = X* + X + 1 and a generator polynomial G(X) is 
expressed by the following equation (41): 

G(X) = n(x - a 1 ) (41) 

It is further assumed that 15th information from the last to the top information of received signals are the 
15 Oth through 14th information and an error is generated on the 9th, 10th, 11th and 12th values. In this case, 
syndrome coefficients SO through S7 are provided by the following equations (37) through (44). 

SO = a 8 - (a 9 ) + a - (a 10 ) + a 8 • (a 11 ) + a 9 • (a 12 ) = a (37) 

51 = a 8 - (a 9 ) 2 + a • (a 10 ) 2 + a 8 « (a 11 ) 2 + a 9 ■ (a 12 ) 2 = a 10 (38) 

52 = a 8 • (a 9 ) 3 + a • (a 10 ) 3 + a 8 • (a 11 ) 3 + a 9 • (a 12 ) 3 = a 12 (39) 
20 S3 = a 8 • (a 9 )* + a • (a™) 4 + a 8 • (a")* + a 9 • (a 12 ) 4 = a" (40) 

54 = a 8 • (a 9 ) 6 + a • (a 10 ) 6 + a 8 ■ (a 11 ) 6 + a 9 ♦ (a 12 ) 8 = 1 (41) 

55 = a 8 • (a 9 ) 8 + a • (a 10 ) 8 + a 8 • (a 11 ) 8 + a 9 * (a 12 ) 8 = a 8 (42) 

56 = a 8 • (a 9 ) 7 + a . (a 10 ) 7 + a 9 ♦ (a") 7 + a 9 ■ (c^ 2 ) 7 = a' 3 (43) 

57 = a 8 * (a 9 ) 8 + a • (a 10 ) 8 + a 8 • (a 11 ) 8 + a 9 • (a 12 ) 8 = a 3 (44) 

25 Therefore, it is possible to express a syndrome generator polynomial S(X) by the following equation (45). 

S(X) = aS-X 7 + a 13 X 8 + a 8 X 6 + X 4 + 
a ii .X 3 + a 12 X 2 + a 10 X + a (45) 
Next, a calculation is performed based on the Euclid's algorithm shown in FIGURE 8. 
First, in the step A1 it is assumed that R-1(X) = X* = X 8 , R0 = S(X), B-1(X) = 0 and BO = 1. 
30 Next, assuming i = 1 in the step A2, the calculation is carried out according to the following equation (46) 
in the step A3. 

Ri(X) = Ri - 2(X) • mod Ri - 1(X) (46) 
where, Qi(X) is a quotient when Ri-2(X) was divided by Ri-1(X). 

Then, the calculation is carried out according to the following equation (47) in the step A4.: 
35 Bi(X) = Bi - 2(X) - Q(X) • Ri - 1(X) (47) 

The calculations by the equations (46) and (47) are carried out until deg Ri(X) becomes smaller than t (= 
4). When deg R(X) < 4, the process moves from the step A5 to the step A6 and adding 1 to i, the steps A3 and 
A4 are repeated. 

In this example. R1(X) will becomes as shown by the following equation (48) in the first loop. 

40 

R1(X) = R-l(X) + R0(X) = X 8 + S(X) 
= { (a 12 -X + a')/Ql(X)} 

+ {(a^X 5 + a U -X* + a-X 3 

+ a S -X* + a I4 -X + a 8 )/Rl(X)) ... (48) 



so As deg R1(X) = 5, R2(X)is obtained by incrementing i in the step A. 

R2(X) = {(a 7 X 2 + a' 2 • X ♦ a«/Q2 (X)} 
+ {(a" • X 4 + a" • X 3 + X 2 + a 12 • X 2 )/R2(X)} (49) 
As deg R2(X) = 4. R3(X)is obtained by incrementing i again in the step A4. 

R3(X) = R1(X) + R2(X) = {(X)/Q3(X)} 
55 + {(a 4 • X + a 10 • X 2 + a 13 • X + a 8 )/R3(X)} (50) 

As deg 3(X) = 3, the calculation of the equation (50) is completed and the process moves from the step 
A5 to the step A7. R3(X) in the equation (50) is a>(X). Similarly, B1(X) through B3(X) at this time are obtained 
as follows. 
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B1(X) = B-l(X) - Q1<X).B0(X) = 0 - 01(X)*1 

= Q1(X) = (a l3 *X + a 7 ) ... (51) 



B2(X) = BO(X) - Q2(X)*B1(X) = 1 - Q2(X)*B1(X) 
= 1 - (a 7 -X ! + a ll *X + a 12 ) 
= a^X 3 + a 4 -X 2 + a l4 -X + a ... (52) 



B3(X) = B1(X) - Q3(X)-B2(X) 

= (a ,2 .X + a 1 ) - X- ( of 4 • X 3 + a 4 *X ! + a 14 'X + a) 

= a 4 .* 4 + a 4 -X 3 + a 14 -X 2 + a 13 -X + a 7 ... (53) 

B3(X) in the equation (53) is <r(X). 

Here, when a" 12 is substituted into a(X). the following equation (54) is obtained: 

<j(a3) = a* • a 12 + a 4 • a 9 
+ a 14 ■ a 8 + a 13 • a 3 + a 7 = 0 (54) 
From this equation (54), it is known that an error was generated on the 1 2th value. An error value e at this 
time can be expressed by the following equation (55) using a derivative ct'(X) = a 4 • X 2 + a 13 , that was obtained 
by collecting odd terms of a(X). 

e = ©(x) + <y f (X) (55) 

As X = a- 12 = a 3 , when a- 12 is substituted into the equation (55), the following equation (56) is obtained. 

e = *> (a 3 ) -*- a ' (a 3 ) 

= (a 4 -a 9 + a 11 - a 6 + a U -aU « 8 ) - (a 4 - a 8 + a 13 ) 
= a 3 + a 9 = a 9 ^ 

thus, an error value a 9 is thus obtained. 

Similarly, substitute cr 11 , a- 10 and or 9 into the equations (54) and (55). 

As X = a- 11 = a 4 , the equation (54) will be calculated as the following equation (57). 

a(a 4 ) = a 4 • a 18 + a 4 • a 12 + a 14 • a 8 + a 13 ♦ a 4 + a 7 = 0 (57) 
Further, a following result is obtained from the equation (55). 



4, . _.,_4. 



e = o (a*) + a 9 (<T) 

= (a 4 - a" + a 18 - a 8 + a 13 , a 4 + a 8 ) 
+ (a 4 * a 8 + ff 13 ) = a 8 

Further, as X = a- 12 = a 5 , the equations (54) and (55) will become as follows. 

<y(a 5 ) = a 4 • a 20 + a 4 • a 16 + a 14 • a 19 + a 13 • a 6 + a 7 = C x _ 
e = ©(a 5 ) + a'(a 6 ) ■ a (60) 
Further, as X = or 9 = a 8 , the following equations (61) and (62) are obtained. 

<r(a 8 ) = a 4 • a 24 + a 4 - a 18 + a 14 • a 12 + a 13 • a 8 + a 7 = 0 (61) 
e = ©(a 8 ) + a'(a 6 ) = a 8 (62) 
An error location and an error value are thus obtained. 
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The divider used in this embodiment is to obtain an quotient Q(X) and <d(X) of Ri(X) = Ri-2(X) mod RM(X) 
in the equations (44) and (45) described above. 

First, S(X) is stored in the Ri register and X8 in the RM register by a control signal LDN (FIGURE 9(a)) 
during the period A shown in FIGURE 9. In this case, it is determined whether the degree of R1 register is Ri(X) 

5 < t (=4). As S(X) = a 3 • X 7 + a 13 • X 6 + a 8 • X 5 + X 4 + a 11 • X 3 + a 12 • X 2 + a and degree is 7 in this embodiment, 
the next process is carried out 

Next, during the period B shown in FIGURE 9, the shift is made until the maximum degree coefficient of 
the Ri register becomes other than 0. In the case shown in FIGURE 9, no shift is made as the maximum degree 
coefficient of the R6 is a 3 (= 8(HEX)). 

10 In the next period C, the contents of the Ri register and the Ri-1 register are exchanged each other a the 
control signal LDN2. At this time, the calculation of X* + S(X) is started to obtain the maximum degree a 12 (= 
F(HEX)) for Q(X). As a result, the signal showing a period when Q(X) is effective becomes "H". As a distance 
of degrees is 1 as described above, the division is completed in two clocks. During the next period D, a coef- 
ficient a 7 (= B(HEX)) is obtained for Q(X). The division process is completed at this point of time and the signal 

15 QEN becomes "L". 

In the period E shown in FIGURE 9, coefficients of residue polynomials are stored in the Ri register. That 
is, the outputs from the registers 21 through 28 are R6 = 0, R5 = a 11 , R4 = a 11 , R3 = a, R2 = a 3 , R1 = a u , R0 
= a 8 made by the same operation as in the period A. The degree in this case is 5 and therefore, the process 
moves to the next operation and thereafter, the processes in the periods A through D will be repeated. 
20 In the period F, the same operation as in the period B is carried out and the shift is continuously made 
until the maximum degree coefficient of the Ri register becomes other than 0. Because R6 is 0, the shift is 
made only one time. 

In the period G, the same operation as in the period C is carried out, the contents of the Ri register and 
the Ri-1 are exchanged each other by the control signal LDN2 and the division process is started to get the 
25 maximum degree a 7 (= B(HEX)) for Q(X). As a distance of degrees becomes 2 by one shift in the period F, the 
signal QEN becomes for three clocks. That is, the signal QEN is extended by the shift for the period F and the 
degree after calculation will be lowered by the shift. 

The period H is a division process period and a 12 (= F(HEX)) is obtained for Q(X). In the period I, the same 
process as in the period D is carried out and 2 (= F(HEX)) is output for Q(X). The division process is completed 
30 in the period I and the signal QEN becomes T". 

In the period J, the same operation as in the period E is carried out and residue polynomial coefficients 
are stored in the Ri register. That is. they are R6 = a 11 , R5 = a 11 , R4 = 1. R3 = a 12 R2 = a 2 , R1 = 0, R0 = 0. 
Here, degree 4 is obtained through the degree judgement. As the degree is not less than 4, the process is con- 
tinued. 

35 In the next period K, no shift is made as R6 = a 11 . In the period L, the contents of the Ri register and the 
Ri-1 register are exchanged each other by the control signal LDN2, the division process is started and the max- 
imum degree a 0 (= 1(EEX)) is obtained for Q(X). 

In the period M, the division process is completed and degree 0 of Q(X) is output. In the period N, residue 
polynomial coefficients, R6 = a\ R5 = a 10 , R4 = a 13 , R3 = a 8 , R2 = 0, R1 = 0, R1 = 0 are stored in the Ri 

40 register. In the period O, the degree judgement is carried out. As degree 3 is obtained by this degree judgement, 
the process is terminated. 

Thus, the contents of the registers are exchanged for every division process and the division process is 
carried out by polynomial coefficient, and it is possible to improve the error correction process speed by re- 
ducing the processing time in the Euclid's algorithm operation. Further, as the real time operation is possible 
45 without requiring a buffer memory, this embodiment is effective for a digital VCR and the like which are used 
for high speed data transfer. 

In this embodiment it is possible to construct the basic circuit portion (shown by the broken line in FIGURE 
5) using about 500 gates on the Galois field GF(2 8 ) and in addition, it is also possible to construct an inverse 
element storing ROM using about 500 gates. It is only required to provide 2t pieces of the basic circuit portion 
50 and one piece of an inverse element storing ROM. And therefore, in the case of 2t = 1 0, a circuit scale of about 
5,500 gates is sufficient and in the case of 2t = 1 6. a circuit can be constructed using about 85,000 gates, and 
it is possible to make the circuit scale smaller than before. Further, it is clear that the circuit scale can be easily 
expanded for a weighted error correction only by cascade coupling the basic circuits. 

As described above, according to the present invention, it has an effect that the circuit scale can be reduced 
55 without impairing the high speed processing capability. 

Next, a second embodiment of the decoder according to the present invention using the Euclid's algorithm 
opercircuit will be described. FIGURE 10 is a block diagram showing a second embodiment of the decoder 
according to the present invention. 
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A received code-word is input to a syndrome generator 1 . An erasure locator flag synchronizing with the 
received code-word is input to an erasure locator generator 2. The syndrome generator 1 calculates a syndrome 
S(X) from the received code-word. On the other hand, the erasure locator generator 2 generates an erasure 
locator coefficient a' from the input erasure locator flag and stores it in a register (not shown). 

5 In this embodiment, circuits for the modified syndrome generating operation and the erasure locator poly- 

nomial generating operation are used jointly with a divider and a product sum operation for the Euclid's algo- 
rithm operation, respectively. That is, the syndrome S(X) from the syndrome generator 1 and the erasure lo- 
cator coefficient a 1 from the erasure locator generator are supplied to the modified syndrome generating/the 
Euclid's algorithm divider 3. Further, the erasure locator coefficient a 1 is supplied to the erasure locator poly- 

w nomial generating/Euclid's product sum operating circuit 4. 

FIGURE 1 1 is a circuit diagram showing a specified circuit arrangement of the modified syndrome gener- 
ating/Euclid's algorithm divider 3 shown in FIGURE 1 0. Before explaining this FIGURE 1 1 , a circuit for the prin- 
ciple of modified syndrome generation and the divider for Euclid's algorithm operation will be described with 
reference to FIGURES 12 and 13. 

15 The circuit shown in FIGURE 12 is constructed by connecting 2tof a cell comprising a switch 10, an adder 
11, a register 12 and a multiplier 13. In the initialized state, the switch 10 selects a terminal 14 and supplies 
syndromes SO through S2t-1 to respective registers. Then, the switch 10 selects a terminal 15 and supplies 
the output from the register 12 at the front stage to the adder 11. Further, 0 is input to the switch 10 of a cell 
at the lowest degree side. The adder 11 has been supplied with a result of multiplication of the output from the 

20 register 12 with the erasure locator coefficient a 1 , and the adder 11 performs the addition of mod X 21 . After all, 
as the detected erasure locator coefficient a 1 is input, coefficients of the modified syndrome S(X) shown in 
the equation (39) are stored in the register 12. 

Next, with reference to FIGURE 13, a divider that is usable for division in the Euclid's algorithm operation 
will be described. (The divider shown in FIGURE 13 is that was described in the specification (TOKU-GAN- 

25 HEI) 5-74652, filed previously by the same applicant for this application). 

Registers 21 through 28 are for storing coefficients of a dividend Ri-2(X), while registers 31 through 38 
are for storing coefficients of a divisor Ri-1(X). As the registers 21 through 28 store residues after completing 
the division, these registers are referred to as Ri registers and the registers 31 through 38 are referred to as 
Ri-1 registers. 

30 If R-1(X) = X2t and R0 = Se(X), the calculation of the following equation (63) is carried out according to 
the circuit arrangement shown in FIGURE 13. 

Ri(X) = Ri-2(X) mod Ri-1 (63) 
where, Qi(X) is a quotient when Ri-2 was divided by RM(X). In FIGURE 11 , the Ri registers 21 through 28 and 
the Ri-1 registers 31 through 38 are in the same circuit arrangement as in FIGURE 11 . Data terminals D of the 

35 registers 21 through 28 are supplied with data from switches 60 through 67, respectively. Output data from 
the registers 21 through 28 are supplied to adders 41 through 47 and a multiplier 72, respectively and also, to 
the data terminals D of the registers 31 through 38. Output data from the registers 31 through 37 are supplied 
to multipliers 51 through 57 via switches 151 through 157, respectively, and also output of a multiplier 38 is 
supplied to an inverse element storing ROM. Further, output data from the registers 31 through 38 are also 

40 supplied to the switches 60 through 67. 

The switch 60 is supplied with Oand syndrome coefficient SO and underthe control of control signals LDN1 
and LDN2 that are de described later, selects one of 0, the syndrome coefficient SO and the output of the reg- 
ister 31 and supplies it to the register 21. Similarly, the switches 31 through 67 are supplied with the outputs 
of the adders 41 through 47 at the front stage and S1 through S7 and selecting one of three inputs, output to 

45 the registers 22 through 28. 

The inverse element storing ROM 70 outputs an inverse element of the output of the register 38 to an AND 
gate 71. The AND gate 71 supplies the inverse element to the multiplier 72 at "FT level of the signal QEN. The 
multiplier 72 multiplies the output of the register 28 by the inverse element and outputs a product as an output 
Q(X) and also, supplies it to the multipliers 51 through 57. The multipliers 51 through 57 multiply the outputs 

so of the registers 31 through 37 by the Q(X) and output products to the adder 41 through 47. The adders 41 
through 47 add up the output from the registers 21 through 27 at the front stage with the outputs from the 
multipliers 51 through 57 and supply the added outputs to the switches 61 through 67, respectively. 

In this embodiment switches 150 through 157 and 158 for selecting the modified syndrome calculation 
process or Euclid's division process and a multiplier 1 59 for supplying the output of the multipl ier 72 to the switch 

55 60 are provided. The switches 150 through 157 and 158 select a terminal b for performing the modified syn- 
drome calculation and a terminal a for performing the division. 

FIGURE 14 is circuit diagram showing a specified circuit arrangement of the erasure locator polynomial 
generating/Euclid's product sum operation circuit 4 shown in FIGURE 10. Before explaining this FIGURE 14, 
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the erasure locator polynomial generating principle circuit and the Euclid's algorithm product sum operator will 
be described with reference to FIGURES 15 and 16. 

The circuit arrangement shown in FIGURE 15 is the same as that of the modified syndrome generating 
principle circuit shown in FIGURE 12. In FIGURE 15, t2 + 1 cells are connected and 1, 0, 0, ... are input to a 
5 terminal 14 of a switch 10. In the initialized state, the switch 10 selects the terminal 14 and thereafter, selects 
a terminal 1 5 to input the output of the front stage cell. If erasure locator coefficients are a', aJ, a k , .... a a coef- 
ficient of an erasure locator polynomial cre(X) shown in the following equation (64) is obtained: 

as(X) = (X - a") • (X - aJ) • (X - a k ).... (64) 
Next, a product sum operator that is usable for the product sum operation of the Euclid's algorithm will be 
w explained with reference to FIGURE 16. 

In registers 80 through 88, Bi(X) is stored and multipliers 90 through 98 output results of multiplication of 
outputs of the registers 80 through 88 with a quotient Q(X) of the divider shown in FIGURE 1 3 to adders 1 00 
through 108. The outputs of the adders 100 through 108 are supplied to QBi registers 120 through 128, re- 
spectively. Adders 130 through 138 are supplied with the outputs from Bi-2 registers 110 through 118, which 
15 are storing outputs from the registers 80 through 88, and add two inputs. 

If B-1(X) = 0 and B0 = Se(X), the product sum operator shown in FIGURE 16 carries out the product sum 
operation of the following equation (65). 

Bi(X) = Bi - 2(X) - Qi(X) • Ri - 1(X) (65) 
Further, the operations of the equations (64) and (65) are carried out until deg Ri(X) becomes less than 
20 [(2t + Ne) 12] (N is the number of erasures (the number of erasure locator flags)). 

In FIGURE 14, outputs from switches 140 through 148 are input to data terminals D of the Bi registers 80 
through 88. The outputs from the registers 80 through 88 are supplied to the multipliers 90 through 98, respec- 
tively, and also to data terminals D of the Bi-2 registers 110 through 118. Further, the outputs of the registers 
80 through 87 supplied to the adders 101 through 108 via switches 161 through 168. The multipliers 90 through 
25 98 are supplied with Q(X) and by multiplying the outputs of the Bi registers 80 through 88 by Q(X), output results 
of the multiplication to the adders 100 through 108, respectively. The outputs from the adders 100 through 
108 are supplied to the QBi registers 120 through 128, respectively, and the adders 100 through 108 add the 
outputs from the multipliers 90 through 98 and 0 or the outputs from the switches 161 through 168 and output 
the result. The outputs from the QBi registers 120 through 128 are supplied to the adders 130 through 138, 
30 which in turn add the outputs from the registers 120 through 128 and those from the registers 110 through 
118 and supply the added outputs to switches 140 through 148. 

In this embodiment, switches 161 through 168 are provided for selecting the erasure locator polynomial 
generating operation or the Euclid's product sum operation. The switches 161 through 168 select the terminal 
a for the erasure locator polynomial generation and the terminal b for the Euclid's product sum operation. 
35 The erasure locator polynomial generating/Euclid's product sum operating circuit 4 obtains an erasure lo- 
cator polynomial Se(X) of the equation (64) from erasure locator coefficients a', a), a k and at the same time. 

the modified syndrome generating/Euclid's divider 3 obtains the modified syndrome shown in the equation (1 ) 

from the syndrome S(X) and erasure locator coefficients a 1 , a), a k The Euclid's algorithm operation is carried 

out with these results of operation used as initial values. That is, the modified syndrome generating/Euclid's 
40 divider 3 obtains an error value polynomial ©(X) according to the equation (65) with the modified syndrome 
Ss(X) coefficient used as an initial value, while the erasure locator polynomial generating/Euclid's product sum 
operating circuit 4 obtains an error value polynomial ©(X) according to the equation (56) with the erasure locator 
polynomial a(X) used as an initial value. 

The error value polynomial ©(X) and the error locator polynomial c(X) are supplied to the Chien searcher 
45 6. The Chien searcher 6 obtains a differentiated value a'(X) of the error locator polynomial a(X) and obtains 
an error value ©(a'J/a^a 1 ) through the calculation at a location i where the error locator polynomial a(a") be- 
comes 0. These error locations and error values are supplied to the correction processor 7. A received code- 
word and an erasure locator flag are also supplied to the delay circuit 8, and the delay circuit 8 supplies the 
received code-word and the erasure locator flag to the correction processor 7 by delaying them taking the delay 
so of the processing time up to the Chien searcher 7 into consideration. The correction processor 7 corrects an 
error, if nay, of the received code-word by making the Galois field addition of the received code-word and an 
error value at an error location nd outputs the corrected received code-word. 

Next, the operation of the embodiment in the circuit arrangement as described above will be explained 
with reference to the timing charts shown in FIGURES 17 and 18 and the explanatory diagram in FIGURES 
55 19 through 22. FIGURE 17 is a timing chart for explaining the operation of the divider shown in FIGURE 13 
and FIGURE 18 is a timing chart for explaining the operation of the product sum operating circuit. 

In this embodiment, the modified syndrome generation and Euclid's division as well as the erasure locator 
polynomial generation and Euclid's product sum operation have been realized by the circuits shown in FIG- 
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URES 11 and 14, respectively. However, for convenience of explanation, it is first explained that these oper- 
ations are realized by the circuits shown in FIGURES 1 2 through 16, and then it will be explained that the circuit 
operations in FIGURES 12 through 16 are realized by the circuits shown in FIGURES 11 and 14. 

Likewise the Euclid's algorithm described in the first embodiment, when a case for decoding (15, 7) RS 
5 codes on the Galois field GF(2 4 ) is taken as an example, the equation (36) described above will hold goods if 
a primitive polynomial P(X) is assumed to be X* + X + 1. 

Similarly, when assuming that 15th information-bearing symbols from the last to the top symbols of the 
received signal are to be Oth through 14th information- bearing symbols, if errors a 8 , a, a 8 and a 9 are generated 
on the 9th, 1 0th, 1 1th and 1 2th symbols, syndrome coefficients SO through S7 are given by the above equations 
10 (37) through (44). 

Therefore, it is possible to express a syndrome generator polynomial S(X) by the equation (45) as described 
above. 

On the other hand, when assuming that an erasure locator flag is generated on the 12th and 11th infor- 
mation-bearing symbols of a received code-word, a modified syndrome S€(X) is obtained as shown by the fol- 
15 lowing equation (66) through the calculation of the equation (34) by the circuit shown in FIGURE 12. 

Se (X) = (X - <r" 1! ) • (X - or" 11 ) • S(X) mod X 8 
2Q = tf ! .X 7 +a 5 *X 8 +a 2 *X 5 +a S *X 4 

+ a $ *X 3 + a 8 - X ! + X + a % . .. (66) 

Further, through the calculation of the equation (64) by the circuit shown in FIGURE 15, an erasure locator 
25 polynomial ae(X) is obtained as expressed by the following equation (67). 

a a (X) = (X - a~ 1J ). (X - a 41 ) 

= X* + a'.X + a 1 ... (67) 

30 

First, it is assumed that R-1(X) = X* = X 8 R0 = Se(X). B-1(X) = 0, BO = as(X). 

Next, assuming i = 1 , the calculation is carried out as to the above equation (63) according to the circuit 
of FIGURE 13. 

35 As described above, Qi(X) is the quotient when Ri-2(X) was divided by RM(X). 

This calculation is carried out until deg Ri(X) becomes smaller than (8 + 2)/2 (= 5). When Ri(X) is smaller 
than 5 (Ri(X) < 5). the calculation is repeated by every time incrementing the i by 1. 

In this example, Ri(X) will becomes as shown by the following equation (68) in the first loop: 

R1(X) = R-KX) - R0(X) = X 8 Se (X) 
= { (a 13 *X + a)/Ql(X)} 

+ Ha m -tf + a'.X 5 + a'-X 4 + a lfl .X* 
+ a 10 .X* + a U -X + a 9 )/Rl(X)} ... (68) 

As deg R1 (X) = 6, the calculation is repeated by every time incrementing the i by 1 so that R2(X) is obtained 
50 from the following equation (69). 

R2(X) = R0(X) + R1(X) = {(a<X + a*)/Q2(X)} 
+ {(a* • X 3 + a° • X* + a 11 • X + a 8 )/R2(X)) (69) 
As deg R3(X) = 3, the calculation of the above equation is terminated. Here, in the above equation R3(X) 
equals to <d(X). 

55 On the other hand, the circuit of FIGURE 16 carries out the calculation of the equation (64) until deg Ri(X) 

becomes smaller than 5 (deg Ri(X) < 5). 

Thus, following equations (70) and (71) are obtained. 
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B1(X) = B-l(X) - Q1(X)*B0(X) 

= 0 - ( a 13 • X + a ) • (X 3 + a 7 • X + a 7 ) 

= a^-X 3 + a ! -X 3 + a 4 -X + a 8 ... (70) 

B2(X) = BO(X) - Q2(X)*B1(X) 
= (X* + a 7 - X + a 7 ) 

- (a 4 'X + a 5 ) • (a^-X 3 + a*- X* + a 4 - X + a 8 ) 
= a'.X 4 + a^.X 3 + a^-X 3 + a ll -X + a 5 ... (71) 



Here, the B2(X) in the equation (71) is equal to cr(X). 

Here as X = a- 12 = a 3 , when cr 12 is substituted into a(X), the following equation (72) is obtained: 
a(a 3 ) = a 2 • a 12 + a 2 • a 9 + a 12 • a 6 + a 11 • a 3 + a 5 
20 = a 14 + a 11 + a 3 + a 14 + a 5 = 0 (72) 

From the this equation (72), it is known that an error was generated on the 12th value. An error value e at 
this time can be expressed by the following equation (73) using a derivative a'(X) = a 2 • X 2 + a 11 , that was ob- 
tained by collecting odd terms of a(X). 

e = o(X) + a'(X) (73) 

25 As X = a- 12 = a 3 , when or 12 is substituted into the equation (73), the following equation (74) is established/ 
e = <o (a 3 ) + o 1 (a 3 ) 



= (a 3 - a' + a 8 - a % + a 11 , a 3 + a 8 ) + (a 3 - a 8 + a 11 ) 
= a 1 a 7 = a* ... (74) 



Thus, the error value a 9 is obtained. 
35 Similarly, substitute or 11 , a- 10 and a- 9 into the equations (71) and (73) for calculating the 11th, 10th and 
9th terms. 

As X = a~ 11 = a 4 , the following equation (75) is developed from the equation (71). 

a(a 4 ) = a 2 ■ a 16 + a 2 • a 12 + a 12 • a 8 + a 11 • a 4 + a 5 
= a 3 + a 14 + a 5 + a° + a 5 = 0 (75) 
40 Further, a following result (76) is obtained from the equation (73). 

e = w (a 4 ) - a 9 (a 4 ) 



= (a 4 - a 4 + a 5 ) + (a 3 ' a 13 + a* * a* + a il * a { + a*) 

= a * ... (76) 



Further, when X = a- 10 = a 5 is substituted, the equations (71) and (73) will become as follows. 
50 afa 6 ) = a 7 + a 2 + a 7 + a 1 + a 6 = 0 (77) 

e = <o(a 5 ) + a'fa 6 ) = a (78) 
Further, X = a- 9 = a 6 is substituted, the following equations (79) and (80) are obtained. 

o(a 6 ) = a 11 + a 5 + a 9 + a 2 + a 6 = 0 (79) 
e = a>(a«) + a'(a 8 ) = a 3 (80) 
55 An error location and an error value are thus obtained. 

Now, operations that the divider of FIGURE 13 and the product sum operation circuit of FIGURE 16 carry 
out the above calculations will be described. The divider of FIGURE 13 is used for obtaining the quotients Q(X) 
and <d(X) of the above equations (63). 
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First, Se(X) is stored in the Ri register and X8 in the Ri-1 register by a control signal LDN (FIGURE 17(a)) 
during the period A shown in FIGURE 17. In this case, it is determined whether the deg Ri(X) < 5. As Se(X) = 
a 2 • X 7 + a 2 • X 6 + a 2 • X 6 + a 8 • X* + a 6 • X 3 + a 8 • X 2 + X + a 8 and degree is 7 in this embodiment, the next 
process is carried out. 

5 Next, during the period B shown in FIGURE 17, the shift is made until the maximum degree coefficient 

of the Ri register becomes other than 0. In the case shown in FIGURE 17, no shift is made as the maximum 
degree coefficient of the R6 is a 3 (= 4(HEX)). 

In the next period C, the contents of the Ri register and the Ri-1 register are exchanged each other a the 
control signal LDN2. At this time, the calculation of X 8 + Se(X) is started to obtain the maximum degree a 13 (= 

10 D(HEX)) for Q(X). As a result, the signal QEN showing a period when Q(X) is effective becomes "H rt . As a dis- 
tance of degrees is 1 as described above, the division is completed in two clocks. During the next period D, a 
coefficient a 2 (= 2(HEX)) is obtained for Q(X). The division process is completed at this point of time and the 
signal QEN becomes "L w and SFTN becomes TT. 

In the period E shown in FIGURE 17, coefficients of residue polynomials are stored in the Ri register. That 

15 is, the outputs from the registers 21 through 28 are R7 = a 13 , R6 = a 7 , R4 = a 10 , R3 = a 10 , R2 = a 11 , R1 ■ a 9 , 
R0 = 0 made by the same operation as in the period A. The degree in this case is 6 and therefore, the process 
moves to the next operation and thereafter, the processes in the periods A through D will be repeated. 

In the period F, the same operation as in the period B is carried out and the shift is continuously made 
until the maximum degree coefficient of the Ri register becomes other than 0. Because R6 is a 13 , the shift is 

20 not carried out 

In the period G, the same operation as in the period C is carried out, the contents of the Ri register and 
the Ri-1 are exchanged each other by the control signal LDN2 and the division process is started to get the 
maximum degree a 4 (= 3(HEX)) for Q(X). As a distance of degrees is 1 , the signal QEN becomes for two clocks. 

The period H is a division process period and a 5 (= 6(HEX)) is obtained for Q(X). This division is terminated 
25 in the period H, then the QEN becomes "L". In the period I, the same process as in the period E is carried out 
and a coefficient of the the residue polynomial is stored in the Ri register. That is, R7 = 0, R6 = 0, R5 = 0, R4 
= a 2 , R3 = a 3 R2 = a 11 , R1 = a6 and R0 = 0. Then, degree 3 is obtained by this degree judgement, the process 
is terminated. 

On the other hand, the product sum operating circuit shown in FIGURE 16 is to obtain a(X) from the equa- 
30 tion (65). 

The product sum operation is carried out whenever a quotient Q(X) is input from the divider shown in FIG- 
URE 13. In the period A shown in FIGURE 18, the control signal LDN becomes "L" and the erasure locator 
polynomial coefficients are preset in the Bi register. The Bi-2 register and the QBi register are cleared. In this 
embodiment, preset values in the Bi register are B2 = a 0 , B1 = a 7 and B0 = a 7 from the equation (65). 

35 Then, in the period B shown in FIGURE 18, coefficients of the quotient Q(X) are input sequentially from 
the higher coefficients. That is, they are input in order of a 13 , a, and X 2 + a 7 , X + a 7 preset in the Bi register in 
the period A is multiplied by the quotient Q(X) and a product obtained is added to the contents 0 of the Bi-2 
register. Here, as shown in FIGURE 18(o), a signal SFTN2 to make the QBi register active becomes "L" and 
the QBi register only is operated. Data in the Bi register and the Bi-2 register are kept 

40 In the next period C, the control signal LDN3 becomes "L u to store the result of product sum operation in 
the Bi register and the contents 1 of the Bi register are transferred to the Bi-2 register for the next time calcu- 
lation. Further, the QBi register is cleared. In this period C, the result of the first time product operation sum 
(a 13 • X 3 + a 2 • X 2 + a 4 • X + a 8 ) is stored in the Bi register. 

In the next period D, likewise the period B, coefficients of Q(X) are input sequentially from the higher coef- 

45 f icients. That is, they are input in order of a 4 , a 5 , and (a 13 • X 3 + a 2 • x 2 + a 4 • X + a 8 ) reset in the Bi register in 
the period C is multiplied by Q(X) and added to (X 2 + a 7 • X + a 7 ) being stored in the Bi-2 register. 

In the period E, likewise the period C, the control signal LDN3 becomes V and the following result Bi(X) 
of product sum operation is stored in the Bi register. 

Bi(X) = a 2 • X 4 + a 2 ■ X 3 + a' 2 • X + a 5 = a(X) 

so That is, the final result of product sum operation is kept stored in the Bi register. 

Thus, the Euclid's algorithm operation is carried out. In the Euclid's algorithm division, modified syndrome 
coefficients are used as preset values. Further, in the product sum operation, erasure locator polynomial coef- 
ficients are used as preset values. So, in this embodiment, circuit scales have been reduced by designing com- 
mon use of circuits paying attention to this point 

55 That is, the modified syndrome generating/Euclid's algorithm divider 3 is the divider shown in FIGURE 1 3 

with the switches 150 through 157 and 159 added and first calculates modified syndromes from syndromes 
(SO through S7) and erasure locator coefficients (ELO0 through EL07) and then, generates an error value poly- 
nomial through the Euclid's algorithm division. 
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In a word, first, syndromes are loaded on the Ri register by the switches 60 through 67, and then selecting 
the outputs from the multiplier 159 and the adders 41 through 47 by the switches 60 through 67 and the ter- 
minals b are selected by the switches 150 through 157 and 159. Then, the circuit shown in FIGURE 11 will 
become the circuit state shown by a thick line in FIGURE 19. 

s That is, erasure location data ELO0 through EL07 are input to the multipliers 159 and 51 through 57 via 

the switch 158, and the multipliers 159 and 51 through 57 multiply them by syndromes from the Ri register. 
The results of this multiplication are added to the output from the Ri register at the front stage by the adders 
41 through 47 and stored in the Ri register in the next stage via the switches 60 through 67. In this way, it is 
known that the circuit state shown in FIGURE 19 is equivalent to the circuit shown in FIGURE 12. Further, the 

10 signal SFTN in this case is always at "L n . When the input of erasure location data is completed, coefficients 
of modified syndromes are kept in the Ri register. 

Next, by selecting outputs from the registers 31 through 38 by the switches 60 through 67 and the terminals 
a by the switches 150 through 157 and 159, the modified syndrome operating circuit is changed to the con- 
nection for the Euclid's algorithm division. In this case, the circuit becomes in the connected state as shown 

15 by the thick line in FIGURE 20. As clear from the comparison of FIGURES 20 and 13, the Euclid's algorithm 
divider is constructed by the state of connection shown in the thick line in FIGURE 20. Further, in this case, a 
quotient Q(X) is output from the multiplier 72 via the terminal a of the switch 158. The modified syndrome gen- 
erating operation and the Euclid's algorithm division are carried out in this way by the circuit shown in FIGURE 
11. 

20 On the other hand, the erasure locator polynomial generating/Euclid's product sum operating circuit 4 
shown in FIGURE 4 is the product sum operating circuit shown in FIGURE 16 with the switches 161 through 
168 added and first, generates an erasure locator polynomial from the erasure location coefficients (ELO0 
through EL07) and then, generates an error locator polynomial through the product sum operation for Euclid's 
algorithm. 

25 That is, when the syndrome operation is completed, the switches 140 through 148 select the outputs from 
the adders 100 through 108, 1 is loaded on the lowest register only and 0 are loaded on alt other registers. 
Then, the switches 161 through 168 select the terminals a. Asa result, the circuit shown in FIGURE 14 becomes 
the connected circuit state as shown by the thick line in FIGURE 21 . 

Then, the erasure location coefficients EL0 through EL7 are input to the multipliers 90 through 98 and the 

30 outputs from the multipliers 90 through 98 and the outputs from the registers 80 through 1 87 in the front stage 
are input and the outputs from the adders 100 through 108 are input to the registers 180 through 188. and a 
circuit for erasure locator polynomial generating operation equivalent to the circuit shown in FIGURE 12 is con- 
structed. Further, in the erasure locator polynomial generating operation, the signal LDN3 is always kept at 
"L". When the input of erasure locator coefficients is completed, the coefficients of the erasure locator poly- 

35 nomial are kept stored in the registers 180 through 188. 

Then, the switches 140 through 148 select the outputs from the adders 130 through 148 and the switches 
161 through 1 68 select the terminals b. That is, in this case, the circuit becomes the connected state as shown 
by the thick line in FIGURE 22. As clear from the comparison of FIGURES 22 and 16, the product sum operating 
circuit for Euclid's algorithm is constructed by the connection shown by the thick line in FIGURE 22. 

40 Further, in this case, a division quotient Q(X) is supplied to the multipliers 90 through 98 instead of the 
erasure locator coefficients ELO0 through EL07. The erasure locator polynomial generating operation and Eu- 
clid's product sum generating operation are carried out in this way. 

In the second embodiment of the decoder, using the modified syndrome generating/Euclid's algorithm div- 
ider 3 in a simple circuit arrangement with switches added to the Euclid's algorithm divider, the division for Eu- 

45 clid's algorithm is carried out using registers for holding modified syndromes obtained through the modified 
syndrome generating operation. Further, using the erasure locator polynomial generating/Euclid's algorithm 
product sum operating circuit in a simple circuit arrangement with switches added to the product sum operating 
circuit for Euclid's algorithm, the product sum operation for Euclid's algorithm is carried out by utilizing the reg- 
isters for holding the modified syndromes obtained by the erasure locator polynomial generating operation. It 

so is possible to reduce the circuit scale remarkably by commonly using these circuits and it becomes easy to 
achieve the large scale integration. 

Further, while data obtained from the operation are transferred and an operating time is regulated using 
the iff in the conventional decoder shown in FIGURES 1 and 2, the decoder of the present invention has such 
merits that no data transfer is required and the processing speed can be promoted as the circuits are commonly 

55 used and furthermore, the registers for storing obtained syndrome coefficients or erasure locator polynomial 
coefficients and the registers in which these coefficients are to be loaded in order to carry out next division 
or product sum operation are commonly used. 

Further, the present invention is not limited to the embodiments described above. For instance, the number 
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of parities on the Galois field GF(2*) is explained to be 8 but the present invention can be implemented on the 
Galois field GF(2*) and as to the number of parities, it is possible to easily cope with any number of parities 
only by increasing the number of cells and changing the degree judgement 

As described above, the present invention can provide an extremely preferable decoder. 

5 While there have been illustrated and described what are at present considered to be preferred embodi- 

ments of the present invention, it will be understood by those skilled in the art that various changes and mod- 
ifications may be made, and equivalents may be substituted for elements thereof without departing from the 
true scope of the present invention. In addition, many modifications may be made to adapt a particular situation 
or material to the teaching of the present invention without departing from the central scope thereof. Therefor, 

10 it is intended that the present invention not be limited to the particular embodiment disclosed as the best mode 
contemplated for carrying out the present invention, but that the present invention includes all embodiments 
falling within the scope of the appended claims. 

The foregoing description and the drawings are regarded by the applicant as including a variety of individ- 
ually inventive concepts, some of which may lie partially or wholly outside the scope of some or all of the fol- 

15 lowing claims. The fact that the applicant has chosen at the time of filing of the present application to restrict 
the claimed scope of protection in accordance with the following claims is not to be taken as a disclaimer or 
alternative inventive concepts that are included in the contents of the application and could be defined by 
claims differing in scope from the following claims, which different claims may be adopted subsequently during 
prosecution, for example, for the purposes of a divisional application. 

20 

Claims 

1. In a Euclid's algorithm operation circuit for repeatedly dividing dividend polynomials by residues from the 
25 division of dividend polynomials and division polynomials until degrees of the residues satisfy prescribed 

conditions, a Euclid's algorithm operation circuit comprising: 

a first and a second register groups having a plurality of registers for storing the dividend polyno- 
mials and the division polynomials; 

a feedback loop for storing residues resulting from the division of the dividend polynomials by the 
30 division polynomials in registers of the first register group using the first and the second register groups; 

a shifter for shifting the contents of the registers of the first register group to registers in the next 
stage whenever one time of division is completed until the maximum degree coefficient of the division 
polynomials become non-zero; and 

an exchanger for exchanging the coefficients of the dividend polynomials with the coefficients of 
35 the division polynomials. 

2. A decoder comprising: 

a syndrome operator for calculating syndromes form received code-words; 

an erasure locator generator for generating erasure locator data from erasure locator flags syn- 
40 chronizing with received code-words; 

a modified syndrome generator for generating modified syndromes excepting erasure locator in- 
formation from the syndromes; 

an erasure locator polynomial generator for generating erasure locator polynomials from the era- 
sure locator data; 

45 a Euclid's algorithm operation circuit for obtaining error locator polynomials and error value poly- 

nomials from the modified syndromes and the erasure locator polynomials; 

a Chien searcher for obtaining error locations and error values from the error locator polynomials 
and the error value polynomials obtained by the Euclid's algorithm operation circuit; 

a correction processor for correcting errors of the received code-word based on error locations and 
so error values obtained by the Chien searcher; and characterized in that; 

the modified syndrome generator and the erasure locator polynomial generator are used jointly with 
the Euclid's algorithm operation circuit. 

3. A decoder as claimed in Claim 1 , characterized in that; 

55 the modified syndrome generator is used jointly with the divider of the Euclid's algorithm operation 

circuit and the erasure locator polynomial generator is used jointly with the product sum operating circuit 
for Euclid's algorithm. 
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A decoder as claimed in Claim 2, characterized in that; 

the divider of the Euclid's algorithm operation circuit obtains error locator polynomials by performing 
the division process until the maximum degree coefficients of the dividend polynomials become non-zero 
while exchanging data of registers in which coefficients of dividend polynomials and division polynomials 
are stored for every division process and generates modified syndromes using the registers for the divi- 
dend polynomial coefficients. 

A decoder as claimed in Claim 2, characterized in that; 

the product sum operating circuit for Euclid's algorithm generates the erasure locator polynomials 
using registers for multiplication. 

A decoder comprising: 

a syndrome operator for calculating syndromes from received code-words; 

an erasure locator generator for generating erasure locator data from erasure locator flags syn- 
chronizing with received code-words; 

a first cell group comprising a plurality of first cells connected, each of which has a first and a sec- 
ond registers; 

a first adder and a first multiplier; 

a modified syndrome generator for generating modified syndromes excepting erasure locator in- 
formation from the syndromes using the first register, the first adder and the first multiplier by providing 
the syndromes and the erasure locator data to the first cell group and for storing them in the first register; 

a Euclid's algorithm divider for obtaining error value polynomials from the modified syndromes and 
the erasure locator polynomials stored in the first register using the first and the second registers, the 
first adder and the first multiplier; 

a second cell group comprising a plurality of second cells connected, each of which has a third, a 
fourth and a fifth registers, a second adder and a second multiplier an erasure locator polynomial gener- 
ator for providing the erasure locator data to the second cell group and generating erasure locator poly- 
nomials using the third register, the second adder and the second multiplier, and storing them in the third 
register; 

a Euclid's algorithm operation circuit that is provided with a quotient from the Euclid's divider and 
obtains an error locator polynomial using the third, the fourth and the fifth registers, the second adder 
and the second multiplier from the erasure locator polynomials stored in the third register and the quotient; 

a Chien searcher for obtaining error locations and error values from error value polinomials and 
error locator polinomials obtained by the divider and product sum operation circuit for Euclid's algorithm, 
respectively; and 

a correction processor for correcting the errors of received code-words based on the error locations 
and error values obtained by the Chien searcher. 
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FIG 3 
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FIG. 8 
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FIG. 17 
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FIG. 18 
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(g) Decoder. 

@ Decoder in a form of Euclid's algorithm oper- 
ation circuit in which division polynomials are 
repeatedly divided by residues resulting from 
the division process of dividend polynomials 
and division polynomials until degree of resi- 
dues of the division process satisfies a pres- 
cribed condition, the Euclid's algorithm 
operation circuit comprises a first and a second 
register groups having a plurality of registers 
for storing the dividend polynomials and the 
division polynomials, respectively, a feedback 
loop for storing residues resulting from the 
division process of the dividend polynomials by 
the division polynomials in respective register 
of the first register group using the first and the 
second register groups, a shifter for shifting 
contents of respective registers of the first regi- 
ster group in the next stage whenever one 
division process is completed until the 
maximum degree coefficient of the division 
polynomial becomes non-zero, and an 
exchanger for exchanging coefficients of the 
dividend polynomials with coefficients of the 
division polynomials. Decoder including the 
Euclid's algorithm operation circuit comprises 
a syndrome operator for calculating syndromes 
from received code-words, an erasure locator 
generator for generating erasure locator data 
from erasure locator flags synchronizing with 
received code-words, a modified syndrome 
generator for generating modified syndromes 
excepting erasure locator information from the 
syndromes, an erasure locator polynomial 
generator for generating erasure locator 
polynomials from the erasure locator data, a 



Euclid's algorithm operation circuit for obtai- 
ning error locator polynomials and error value 
polynomials from the modified syndromes and 
the erasure locator polynomials, a Chien sear- 
cher for obtaining error locations and error 
values from the error locator polynomials and 
the error value polynomials obtained by the 
Euclid's algorithm operation circuit, a correc- 
tion processor for correcting errors of the recei- 
ved code-word based on error locations and 
error values obtained by the Chien searcher, 
and characterized in that, the modified syn- 
drome generator and the erasure locator poly- 
nomial generator are used jointly with the 
Euclid's algorithm operation circuit 
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